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Se mnlense Wis 
the heat that it split granite boulders tits 
path. Scientists estimate tht at its peak the 
calielysmic fire front released energy equiy 


alent to that of a 20 kiloten bomb explodins 
every two minutes. One such bomb Jeveled 
Hiroshima. And, ike Hiroshima, the Pack 
River region coaled ta a scene of awesome 
devasttuion 
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Doom appears imrainent ter tame builds at the Elon 
doo ski Bowl near Santiam Pass in Oregon. Leaping from 
free ta tree, flames race alone the lower slapes of [foodaa 
Butte, Chainsaw crews and bulldozer operators frantic: ally 


fel pines ringing the main lodge and these smatler srl 


tures, Pheir berculean work saved the resort for the horde: 
at skiers who flack here each winter. Oregon's fiercest tire 
in the sumraer of b667 > the Kae Lake Airstrip blaze. as at 
was called. destraved 7,700 acres of mavnitteent timber 
ponderosa pine, alpine fir, Macelmaun’s spruce, western red 
cedar, and westero white pine 


Occasionally the intense beat caused a pine 
to explode with a report Hike the crack of a 
rifle, Needies and bark dew throwgh the air 
Uke taming darts Ted Mahtev franticall 


EoD National Forests , 


PY PAW. Wiayil Mar RY GPa, RAPT: 


brushed a smoldering ember { from his hair. 

The holocaust we were w atching was 
threatening 1,065,979-aere Will llamette Na- 
ie Forest, more than twice as bigas Khode 

Island and producer of more timber than any 
other national forest (pages PO00-101). The 
Hoodoo Ski Bowl chair lift was designed for 
“hiers and sightseers wiving them splendid 
Views of Mount Washinton! Mount Jefferson, 
and ane peaks. But right now the chairs 
Were carrying tire fighters. and us. -to the 
otumiie, summit of Lloodoo, 2 5,702-foot 
Mountain near Santiam Pass. 

Ht was our baptism in fre fighting, and the 
tiidpaint of t torus, dry season that saw a 
fierce epidemic of fires. In the Northwest 
Mone more than 150,000) acres of federal 
limber fand, plus anether 94 {000 in state 
wad private hands, would be destrovecl, 
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Smokejumpers parachute 
ta fight spot fires in 
inaccessible areas. 


FIGHTING FIRE, like waging war, 


demands a battle plan. While part of the 
army mops up in the burned area, the 
main forces of men and equipment. 
carve 8-to-20 -foot-wide fire lines. 
When the legions join lines ia 

the path of the fire-—- over the 

crest of the mountain — they 

will contain the flames. 


Hehcopter duinps water on 
snags inthe burned area and 
spol fires outside the lines. 


or 


Fighters quench 
smoldering sais with 
water trem a creek. 


“hovers smother persistent 
wopscot fame with dirt 
and ashes. ¢ 4 $ 
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PRTACGLOR (AGOVE) BY JAMES W. 


Veteran of wartime bombing raids. a Douglas Invader spews chentical retardant on a 


stil fire in Ochoco National Forest 
Hames and soaks trees 


»Orevon. Dyed red for visibility, the sturry quenches 
and wenderurowth im the path of the fire. The 


‘Year-old plane 
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Devil's Dive, Mambo Alex. 
and Groot ;auwbone. We ball ran, fall 
slid down snowles> Devils Dive. The 


bulldozer clanked along behind us. 


Looking back, we could sce ELoodoo’s 
crest WC EHit Gb Pay shroud patterned 
with streaks of flame. 

At fire control headquarters i the ski 
lode ad the toot of the butte, Fire Boss 
Cale Onthe told us the Big Lake Atr- 
strip blaze, which included Hoodoc 
Butte, how covered 4,500 eres. Ele hac 
s8q men fihting tl, and flames roarin 
through the valley between Hoorloo anc 


neighboriog Havrick Butte Uhreatenes 
the ski lode itself. Bulidozers and chat 
saws toppled trees near some outhying 


baitdins 
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